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assistant, the work formerly done by Mr. Coar being divided between
them. — The degree of Ph.D. in Germanic Philology was conferred
upon W. H. Carruth, A. M., '89, who presented a thesis entitled “Expres
sions of National Consciousness in German Literature previous to Walther
von der Vogelweide.” — Members of the Deutscher Verein started, last
year, a subscription for the benefit of the Department library, securing
pledges to the amount of $220. The greater part of this sum has
already been received, and, together with the fund previously available,

will enable the Department to make some much-needed additions to it
s

library.

H. K
. Schilling.

PHILOSOPHY.

The courses of the present year, now under way, present several new
features. To the larger elementary course, containing some 225 stu
dents, a smaller elementary course, given b

y

one instructor only, instead

o
f by three in succession, has been added. The new course is given at

the same hours a
s the other, and is specially intended for men who

prefer a more systematically historical introduction to philosophy, instead

o
f

the broader and more varied outlook, and the necessarily greater

variety o
f

methods o
f work, which the combined labor o
f

three instructors
insures, in the older course. The new course contains about 75 men.
Amongst the courses “for Graduates and Undergraduates,” the course in

German Philosophy, given b
y

Professor Münsterberg and Dr. Bierwirth

in combination, promised a
t

the opening o
f

the term to be one o
f

the

most important features o
f

the year. But the sudden and severe illness

o
f

Dr. Bierwirth has not only lost to the University, for what, as one
may hope, will be a brief time, the services o

f
a very devoted officer, but

has made necessary the suspension o
f

this course, to the great regret o
f

all concerned. Otherwise, the new work o
f
the year opens in promising

fashion. The courses in Ethics and Cosmology are large and prosperous.

The graduates are fairly numerous, and prove this year to be encour
agingly well-equipped for advanced work. Professor James's Seminary

for the psychological study of the various forms o
f

Mental Disorder is

largely attended, not only b
y

men who are doing work in the Psychologi

cal Laboratory, but also b
y

graduates who, as general students o
f philoso

phy, as theological students, o
r

a
s men who otherwise intend to deal pro

fessionally with human nature, will have need to know, through careful
study, something o

f

the phenomena o
f psychical eccentricity and disease.

Not only books, but, to a certain extent, actual cases o
f

mental disorder,

will furnish the material for study in this Seminary, although, of course,

the work done has to b
e mainly founded upon reading the literature

o
f

the subject. Such topics a
s the psychological aspects o
f religious
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enthusiasm, of genius, and of great historical excitements such as the

witchcraft persecutions, form some of the special topics which have been
assigned to individual members of this Seminary. The new course on
the History of Psychology is attended by a small but tolerably well-pre
pared company of men. The “Metaphysical Seminary,” whose general
topic is the development of Hegel's System, is studying several special

historical topics, assigned to individual members, and intended, in com
bination, to throw light on the general questions involved. This method,

as will be seen, is common to a
ll
o
f

our Seminary work.
Josiah Royce.

EDUCATION AND TEACHING.

There are now twenty-five students, most o
f

them graduates, registered

in the courses in Education and Teaching. A new course is offered this
year, designed especially for the most advanced students and for teachers
now in service who are especially interested in secondary education.

The new course is a pedagogical seminary. The object is to study the
aims and organization o

f secondary schools, and, for this year, the special
topic is “The Curriculum of the Secondary School.” The chaotic con
dition o

f

our secondary school work has long been a subject for serious
consideration; and quite recently important action has been taken b

y

the National Educational Association aiming a
t
a clear statement o
f

sec
ondary school problems and preparing the way for a possible solution of

some o
f

them. Abroad, in Germany and France, although secondary

education is much better organized than in the United States, there is
also much dissatisfaction with existing conditions. In both Germany

and France important reform agitations have taken place. The mem
bers o

f

the Pedagogical Seminary have begun their work b
y

studying

these educational movements a
t

home and abroad. Later each member

o
f

the seminary will present a detailed report on that portion o
f

the cur
riculum in which h

e
is especially interested. This report will embody a

discussion o
f

the time to be devoted to the subject o
r subjects under con

sideration, o
f

the teachers' aims and methods in dealing with that por
tion o

f

the curriculum, o
f

the teaching resources, and the best way o
f

using them, and o
f

the best modes o
f testing the pupils' progress, whether

for teaching purposes or for promotion. Each member o
f

the Seminary

pursues a special investigation which deals with some topic in secondary

education, o
f general interest, and which is to be presented in the form o
f

a thesis before the end o
f

the year. Some o
f

the topics already selected

for these theses are “The Historical Evolution o
f

the High School
Course o

f Study in the United States,” “The Aims and Organization

o
f

the Mechanic Arts High School,” “The Unification o
f

the Instruction

in Secondary Education.” The Seminary a
t present comprises five


