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We do notaccept this position “fearlessly.” We
know that without help we shall fall short of our
intentions. We fear that the students, to whom
the paper owes its support, and to whom it looks
for appreciation, will not take its reputation upon
themselves, and consider it a personal matter to
make the Berkeleyan a success. We cannotgive
a correct expression of our University life without
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THE DEATH OF PRESIDENT DURANT.

58D
On another page we give a fuller notice of the li
of the venerable man of whom, within so short a
time our community, has been deprived forever.
There is no other name so firmly bound up in all
the associations connected with the founding of the
University, as is his. No other man on the Pacific
Coast has received so large a share of public and
private esteem and respect, without so much as a
single dissenting voice, as he has done for a number
of years past. Seldom, indeed, do we meet with one
whose life is so rounded, so complete, so admirable
as his has been. A long course of years has been
spent by him in earnest labor, and in constant pro-
gress. He attained before his death to the highest
honor a community can bestow on a man during his
life-time, their universal confidence, esteem, good-
will, He saw the fruit of his labor in the Institution
which will preserve the honor of his name as long
as it shall last. And now, at length, in the fulness
of time, he has departed in peace. We cannot be-
grudge to such a laborer the time of the setting of
the sun. We cannot feel it but natural that so noble
a tree, which for a long time has brought forth such
rich fruit, should now be permitted to let fall its
leaves, and to fade away in life’s mellow autumn.
But we shall never forget the noble character and
elevating influence of our former President.

EDITCRIAL RESPONSIBILITY.S #
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Notwithstanding tlfe fact that a general under-
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students as abody. We want
the benefit of their thoughts and advice, that we
may the better meet their wishes; so that the
Berkeleyan may become worthy of its origin, and
of its generous support. With this view we pro-
pose todepart from established precedent during
our term of office. We shall not occupy these col-
umns exclusively with our own effusions. We have

need the aid of the

thought itbetter to divide the task, for the great-
er the responsibility, the greater the failure, as
we have scen. We wish it plainly understood,
that contributions of any kind from the students,
will be thankfully received; that communica-
tions from the alumni of our institution will be
twice welcome, for, as they are capable to judge of
us and our efforts, they are the ones who should
supply our wants and correct our faults. Any
communications directed to the editors will re-
ceive attention.

A fear of criticism witholds many members of
the University from writing. If you cannot write
at least give us your thoughts, that we may rep-
resent your side of the question.

Your daily experience brings you something
humorous or important. Give the benefit of this.
You have thoughts and opinions respecting vari-
ous University matters, the columns of the Berke-
leyan are open to you, step forward and express
them. We have told our needs, it you meet them
we will gladly share with you our success, if you
withhold your support we shall do that which has
been done before. We would state in closing
that this paper is #zo¢ the organ of the students
printing press. Graduates please take notice.
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itors of the BERKELE)YAN in supervising the mat-
ter that appears in the paper, we think there is
and has been some misunderstanding as to pre-
cisely how far their power, individually and col-
lectively, must be expected to extend. There is
a tendency to blame the editors for certain faults
that in reality do notspring from their negligence
or inability. Perhaps, too, on their part, the edit-
ors have sometimes been inclined to throw the
burden of inaccuracies on other shoulders, and
themselves to overlook things which it is within
their province to care for. We think, in conse-
quence, that it may be proper at this, the outset
of our career, to say a little in regard to what we
conceive to be the true limits of the responsibility
of the editors of this journal. We do not think
that it can be a useless task to anticipate, and
thus maybe to prevent, little difficulties that possi-
bly may arise during the time we hold office.

In the first place, as regards the question of the
individual responsibility of each editor, and its re-
lation to the collective responsibility of the whole
Board of Editors. Each one of us is empowered,
according to all preceding custom, to write inde-
pendently of the others, to receive outside matter,
to supervise the printing of what he himself
brings in. But it is of course expected that the
whole Board take a common interest in seeing
that nothing of a really objectionable nature en-
ters the paper, that no article is admitted which
will unnecessarily arouse bitter disputes or per-
sonalities, that in a word the general character of
all that appears is such as to bring credit to the
Institution and to the students. For failure in

these directions, we suppose the whole Board is
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consequently responsible, and not alone the'par-
ticular editor through whose negligence the faylt
has happened.

But still, the independence which the different
members of the Editorial Staff possess, renders it
impossible that the entire body should be blamed
for everything that may be worthy of blame in the
work of the different individuals. If an editor is
hasty in statement, or unjust in argument, or
faulty in knowledge, unless his errors are such
as to fall among those which we have already re-
ferred to, he and he alone must be held to answer.
If he chooses to retain his editorial zZzzcogsnito, and
refuses to reveal his name if it is inquired for, the
body to which he belongs must not on that ac-
count suffer in its collective capacity. Criticise
him if you will, attack him behind his wall of
anonymous obscurity, speak of him if you like
as “one of the editors of the BERKELEYAN,”
but do not, we beseech of you, condemn us all for
his short-comings, nor tell how the editorial
management of the BERKELEYAN gives its sup-
port to this absurd,” etc.

There is another and a less important matter,
which comes under the same general head. That
relates not only to the avoidance of mere typo-
graphical errors, but also to the correction of
mistakes in language, whether as to spelling or as
to grammar, in the contributions of correspond-
ents. These do occur, and often unintentionally
on the part of the authors. Whenever they are
unintentional, when they are but oversights, we
believe it to besithe office of the editor to whom

the contribution is presented, to find them and to
correctthem. But mistakes that obviously spring
from pure negligence or from ignorance, unless
they are of a character to exclude the article con-
taining them altogether from our columns, are to
be laid on the shoulders of the contributors them-
selves. The BERKELEYAN will always endeavor
to secure’ the best possible original matter, but
where articles are of such a general nature as to
deserve a place in the paper, if their authors write
clumsy English, or voluntarily fall into error, they
must bear the responsibility.” - So too is it if any-
thing said by a correspondent wounds anybody’s
feelings, or arouses anybody’s opposition. - So
long as there was nothing in the article to make it
obviously improper to print itin the BERKELEYAN
at all, the editors are not to be held individually
or collectively amenable for its failings.

We have no doubt that these principles will'be
admited to be obviously just, as soon as theyare
stated. But because itis easy to overlook them,
or to forget them, and because we editors would
suffer by such oversight or forgetfulness, we must
ask indulgence for stating them plainly, so that
the matter may be in future understood.

We do not expect thatwe shall actin all points
fully up to our duty. Butas we may have enough
short-comings of our own, we would desire to
guard 'against being blamed for those of other
people.

A press of matter, consequent upon the unexpected
event of the death of our ex-President, forces us to omit
from this number several articles by correspondents.
‘We apologize to them, and hope they will not cease to
give us their productions on this account. S






