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the fundamental idea of geology as it has already
done that of astronomy, all will agree with me in
thinking that the former is rot one whit behind

the latter in the overwhelming grandeur of its
c<-»‘u‘]n ions. Let us, then, compare these two
sciences. Let us attempt to vindicate the

'uf geology to stand beside astronomy in
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As astronomy measures her distances by billions
of miles, or by millions of carth radii, so geology

her times by millions

of yeats, 7. e,y caftth renilu-
tions. As the astronomer takes the radius of the
earth as a base line wherewith to measure the di-
mensions of the solar system, so the geologist
takes the pr‘scnt Ucmorfic*ll epoch, and “causes
now ih operation,” as a time measuring rod, with
which to estimate the length of the tertiary peried.
As the astronomer, becoming more beld as he as-
cends, takes the diameter of the earth’s orbit as a
line wherewith to calculate the distances of the

or even dares to estimate the probable
tance of the remotest nebula, so the geologist,
takes the tertiary period as a rod
h to measure approximatively the aln ost
ivable lapse of time represented by the
v rocks, or even dares to cast his teles-
copic glance back into the dim nebulosity of the
.ozoic period. Finally, as the astronomer
when telescopic vision fails, still speculates, though
filled with awe, concerning the infinite, unknown
abyss of space beyond, so also tke geologist,
when mile-stones are no longer visible, when fos-
sils and stratified rccks fail, still vainly peers with
wondering gaze backward, and strives to pierce
the darkness beycnd, still believes thatall he sees,
or can ever hope to see, is but afragment of the
infinite abyss of time beyond. Overwhelmed,
appalled, he shrinks back within himself, and re-
members that his own mind, so daring, so arro-

gant, so apparently limitless, is also but a frag-
ment of the infinite intelligence.

seconc

“We use the term **Ziz/inite” with reference to time, as with
rcfmencc to space, as Synonymous with Zuconccicably great, il-
limitable by human conception.




A DREAM.

*Tis night by the stars, and the sifted shade
Int the citron grove and dew-robed fringe
Of the olive trees thro’ the silent glade,

Blots out with inky hands the tir

Of golden day, asleep neath the sur

Of the sea with its strange and plair tive dirge

The lone wave laps on the sand-lipped rim
With a measured beat, and the dewy feet

Of the winds their footfalls lend to grim
Stern mountain walls in their far retreat,

T a tand of dreams and ficful thought,

To strange fantastic visions wrought.

All else is hushed; the jar of str

The hollow hand of silence chai

And whirr of wing, and sound of life.
Prophetic loneliness ! Thou couldst restrain

The lone lament, and breathe thy mood

O’er souls athirst for solitude.

So dim and wierd on this nightly shore

What turreted battlements are these that rise ?
What chambers vast w

rith caken floor,
And arch and tower "neath the starlit skies?
What tread of feet, what

That glide through the hall and startle the brai

10stly train

In a chamber dim of these castle wa

A gray haired man by the wainscott stands.
And lists to the sounds of the strange footfalls.

"Tis Death ! Toward the stars he lifts his hands,
And speaks these words to the phantoms there
With velvet hands and foosened hair:

Ve phantom forms of dreamy mood,

1 seek not here your solitude
e
d

Tor a peopled realm of «
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ken hall,
The storied urn with its scattered dust,

The fallen s

Do these not speak of a fame l]‘nr\‘ gone,

Each crumbling stone and fo
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And my stea xthv tread by the lintel stone?

My records are, where memories told
Thro’ league-long aeons scarce unfold—
In rocky wastes, and columns thrown
On the slant sands; in deserts grown

om Empires lading the foam-clad s

With argosies white-winged and free;
Vast cities bowed in dust and gloom;
Broad pyramids; the chiseled tomb.

These mark Ambition’s fall, the dreams

Of conquest wrecked on bloody streams.

In Araby’s land, by the plantain tree
Where soft aromas breathe thro” the free

And pendant boughs, and dreamers sleep
In the lotos sh

hade till the sunbeams creep
To the ocean isles—by the icy shore

Engulphed in long loud thunder’s roar

And bruised by the lightening’s rapid wings,

Trace thou my desolate path, till it rings

The round world in. Behold when swee

The dread Simoom, and the hurricane creeps

Q’er the waste, m) red banners arise

Where le pilgrim falls with mournful cries.
In the smhm; sands no sculptured stone
With bis name engraved, I rear. Alone
For a care to me he soundl

y sleeps

And the desert wild its mystery keeps.

Go view where Ilissus lonely weeps

By Athen’s walls, and Marathon sleeps

In the clear starlight—where Carthage stood,
E’en grand amid its solitude !

Sit thou on the shatterd fane, or pause

Py Coliseum, where wild applause

The victor won! Why castin gloom,
Why gone, O lovely Greece, thy bloom
And fame? Why hushed the gifted tone

That Genius breathed in ye

g
When Freedom laid her hand in
Late fled across the Z

gean brine,
And sought repose? Enough, O land
Of poesy and song ! The hand

Of Death has sealed thy mournful fate
And left thee here disconsolate,
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castles dim and spirits that rove

And glad to morn and joy awake.

. LITERARY EDUCATION.
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