Review
Reviewed Work(s): A Syllabus of Ethics. by William M. Bryant
Review by: Josiah Royce
Source: International Journal of Ethics, Vol. 6, No. 1 (Oct., 1895), pp. 117-118
Published by: The University of Chicago Press
Stable URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/2375631
Accessed: 09-09-2018 16:42 UTC
JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide
range of content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and
facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.
Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at
https://about.jstor.org/terms

The University of Chicago Press is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and
extend access to International Journal of Ethics

This content downloaded from 141.161.91.14 on Sun, 09 Sep 2018 16:42:46 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms

This content downloaded from 141.161.91.14 on Sun, 09 Sep 2018 16:42:46 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms

I 18 International -7ournad of Ethics.
demned himself. He would be more satisfactory were his statement lengthier and more concretely illustrated.
JOSIAH ROYCE.

MORALITY AND RELIGION: Being the Kerr Lectures for 1893-94.

By the Rev. James Kidd, B.D., Minister of Erskine Church,
Glasgow. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1895.
The Kerr Lectures are a foundation in the United Presbyterian

Church in Scotland. They are delivered triennially by distinguished
ministers of this denomination. It may be said at once that, if this
course and that of Professor Orr, which preceded it, are to be
taken as specimens of the work which the lectureship is to accomplish, it will prove one of the most valuable foundations of the
kind. The main characteristic of the book before us is its analytical grasp. Mr. Kidd takes hold of a problem and does not let

it go till he has surveyed it from almost every possible side. He
also has ideas of his own with respect to it, and he holds by these
with most admirable tenacity.

The plan of the book is both simple and effective. In Part First, en-

titled Morality, the author discusses " Conduct and Motive ;" "The
Moral Ideal." In Part Second, entitled Religion, he treats the Religious Sentiment exhaustively. In Part Third he examines the rela-

tions between Religion and Morality at length; while in Part Fourth,
which is more distinctively theological, he considers the "Testimony of Christ" in its bearings upon the subject under review.
To readers of this JOURNAL, Parts First and Third are of most

direct interest; though, curiously enough, I am inclined to think
that the best portions of the book are the Second and Fourth
Parts. Here, in a semi-theological sphere, Mr. Kidd seems most

at home, and speaks with greatest authority. Of these two portions

the Second is better than the Fourth. It is less dogmatic, less
sentimental. Probably many will be attracted by its criticism of

recent Gifford lectures, and some will find themselves in substantial agreement with Mr. Kidd's strictures. But, whether they agree
or not, they will be compelled to admit that Mr. Kidd is a man to
be reckoned with. His book is undoubtedly the most effective and

authoritative statement on the subject it discusses which has yet
been published.

No one can fail to be struck by the independence, the character

istic caution, the wide learning, and the religious spirit of this new
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